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A ROXEEZHRAHRIICEZLX

Although Mauna Kea is not a ( () ) house of worship by dominant cultural
standers, it is, in our cultural understanding and cosmology, a temple of highest 3
The 4  of a place is determined by the essence of the place and on Mauna Kea,
when we walk upon the sacred ‘aina, we do not walk in the province of our will but
rather in the province of Heaven’s will. For it is here that the very life breath can be
seized in a moment never to return. It is only here that life-giving waters originate.
Only here do the heavens open so that man can be received, blessed, freed and
transformed in the ways of Heaven.

Unfortunately, the history of Hawai’i Nei has shown all too ( (@) ) that our land was
seized, our culture bastardized, and our essence consumed and transformed

5 recognition. At this time in our existence, we acknowledge that, though

physical things may be taken from us, our duty to Heaven cannot be 6
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Why is there so much controversy surrounding Mauna Kea today? Much of the blame

belongs to astronomers. For many years, the astronomy community was, through



ignorance or arrogance, insensitive to the sanctity of Mauna Kea to some Hawaiians.

(A) In their eagerness to build bigger and better telescopes, astronomers forgot that
science is just one way of looking the world, and that we must be respectful of world
views that differ from our own. (B) Mauna Kea was a sacred site to the Hawaiian
people long before there were telescopes there, and so astronomers have a moral
obligation to help preserve the dignity of this holy place.

(C) But sensitivity to other cultures is a two-way street. Science, too, is a culture,
an ancient one whose roots go to the dawn of human civilization. Today the science of
astronomy transcends race, religion and language. (D) Calls from some Native
Hawaiians and environmental groups for the dismantling telescopes on Mauna Kea or
banning future development there are also culturally insensitive. (E) Because they
ignore the kinship astronomers feel the mountain as they explore the cosmos in what is

ultimately a spiritual them, too.
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