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I don’t know how many of you have read Robinson Crusoe, but
you probably know that it is an early eighteenth-century novel
about a man marooned ( 1 ) a desert island who manage to
singlehandedly reproduce the basics of civilization. Well not quite
singlehandedly because he has the assistance of “his“ man Friday
after rescuing him from the cannibals. Crusoe was a model figure
for many eighteenth-century thinkers, who saw ( 2 ) him the
1deal individual creating culture by mastering nature. Karl Marx
was (6)scathing about the way ( 3 ) which these thinkers
mistook Crusoe the isolated individual as something sprung
fullblown out of nowhere, or rather, out of nature. They ignored
the historical processes necessary to producing something as
complicated as the individual. (I am sure each of you thinks ( 4 )
yourself as an individual and as complicated, and rightly so.)
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“The human beings,“ he wrote, . 1s not merely a gregarious
[sociall animal, but an animal which can individuate itself only
in society.“ To think about human activity outside society, he
continued, “is 7 the development of language ( 5 )
individuals living together and talking to each other.“ Notice that
he is not denying that individuals exist. They do, of course, but
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